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Informational Report 

 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
 
Older adolescents and young adults are at the highest risk for poor asthma 
management and health outcomes, but few studies have been published on this 
issue. A team of Wayne State researchers led by Karen MacDonell, assistant 
professor of Family Medicine and Public Health Sciences at the School of 
Medicine, recently received a $2.66 million award from the National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute of the National Institutes of Health to address research 
limitations on interventions and ultimately improve asthma management in racial 
minority populations, particularly minority adolescents and young adults.   

The Council on Education for Public Health awarded the Wayne State University 
School of Medicine’s Master of Public Health program a full seven-year 
accreditation based on site visitors’ recommendations and documentary 
evidence. The council concluded that the M.P.H. Program met or exceeded 
requirements in all 23 applicable criteria in four areas: the public health program; 
the instructional programs; the creation, application and advancement of 
knowledge; and faculty, staff and students. 

 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 
 
A new undergraduate certificate program in entrepreneurship and innovation, 
designed by the Mike Ilitch School of Business launches January 2017. Class 
registration is now open, and the 15-credit certificate is open to students of all 
majors. The certificate program will teach students the skills necessary to launch, 
manage and lead their own businesses. “Our program is designed to introduce 
students to examples of people from different walks of life who have been 
successful in taking an idea and running with it,” said Associate Professor of 
Marketing Jeff Stoltman, who is coordinating the certificate program. “Everyone is 
capable of taking a good idea and turning it into a business — they just need 
help finding the path.”    

Wayne State's Walter P. Reuther Library of Labor and Urban Affairs is the 
permanent home of Detroit-artist Walter Speck’s historic New-Deal era UAW 
mural. The mural depicts significant events in the UAW’s history, and for more 
than 75 years it was displayed at the Local 174’s union halls. It was unveiled to 
the public in an October ceremony in the Reading Room as part of the 38th 
Annual North American Labor History Conference. 

The Department of Computer Science recently completed a significant computing 
renovation that features a state-of-the-art virtual desktop infrastructure (VDI).  
This enhancement allows the college to make impressive strides in functionality, 
versatility, administration and maintenance of its in-classroom technology 
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systems. VDI is a form of desktop virtualization that allows end users to access a 
desktop operating system inside a virtual machine hosted by a central server 
cluster. Connect Services can now configure and manage software offerings to 
computer science students and faculty remotely without the need for visiting 
physical workstations in classrooms. 
 
FACULTY 
 
Water pipe replacements are ongoing in Flint as the state of Michigan has 
set aside $25 million to pay for pipe replacements through September 
2017.  College of Engineering professor Shawn McElmurry is overseeing a study 
that looks at the lead service lines that have been pulled from the ground. His 
researchers want to see how much protective film has developed in the pipes 
after it was stripped away by the corrosive Flint River water.  “We are just now 
returning to some of those additional homes and doing a second round 
of resampling after the pipes have been replaced to make sure that the potential 
source of lead exposure in their homes has been eliminated. Flint residents are 
still being urged to drink only filtered water and to replace those filters when 
needed.   
 
The breadth and depth of Detroit’s musical legacy has inspired no shortage of 
memorable prose and journalism through the decades. But it’s hard to recall a 
project more ambitious and sweeping than the new anthology “Heaven Was 
Detroit: From Jazz to Hip-Hop and Beyond.” The nearly 500-page book was 
compiled and edited by M.L. Liebler, a Wayne State professor and renowned 
Detroit poet. It collects essays by and about many of the key players in Detroit’s 
musical history, both iconic and lesser-known. “I thought, 'let’s do a definitive 
Detroit music anthology of essays that cover and preserve the history of Detroit 
jazz, blues, Fortune Records, Motown, the whole thing right through techno and 
hip-hop,' ” Liebler told the Free Press. “I wanted to preserve this history forever in 
print.”  
 
STUDENTS 
 
For Steve Kahn, Wayne State’s Math Corps isn’t just about teaching Detroit 
youth algebraic equations. It’s about helping them succeed at life. 
The Math Corps is a combined academic and mentoring program for Detroit 
Public School students in grades 6-12. It features a summer camp, year-round 
Saturday programs and enrichment courses. In its 25 years, Math Corps has 
helped thousands of Detroit's inner-city kids graduate from high school and go on 
to college.  Math Corps was recognized in October at the National Summer 
Learning Association's National Conference on Afterschool and Summer 
Learning, where the program received the NY Life Foundation's coveted 
2016 Excellence in Summer Learning Award. Math Corps was selected from a 
pool of more than 70 applicants and eight finalists from across the country. 

http://www.mathcorps.org/Default.asp?bhfv=2&bhfx=23.0%20r0&bhqs=1
http://www.summerlearning.org/national-conference/
http://www.summerlearning.org/national-conference/

