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PROPOSAL TO CHANGE THE NAME OF THE SCHOOL OF LIBRARY AND 
INFORMATION SCIENCE TO THE SCHOOL OF INFORMATION SCIENCES 

 
 
Recommendation  
It is recommended that the Board of Governors approve a change to the name of the School of Library and 
Information Science (SLIS) to the School of Information Sciences, effective Fall 2017. 
 
Background 
Triggered by Information Age disruption, the last quarter of the 20th Century began a paradigm 
shift for academic programs in library science. Today, American Library Association-accredited 
programs number 60 – down from a high of 80 programs in 1980.  
 
From 1980 to 2000, 30 percent of ALA-accredited programs closed after struggling to reconcile 
traditional library science with digital transformation and technology. Surviving programs have 
successfully integrated intellectual content of traditional library science with state-of-the-art 
computing and information technologies, and have adapted their organizational constructs to align 
with the paradigm of information science. 
 
Rationale 
The proposed name, “School of Information Sciences,” affirms our mission to prepare students to 
compete for the diverse and growing array of information science career opportunities available 
today. It also promotes the depth of our educational programs to prospective students of all 
information sciences – without suggesting they may be “place-bound” in a library setting. 
 
In addition, the change better conveys our intellectual interest in the nexus that connect people, 
information, and technology – not only across academic disciplines, but also across economic 
sectors. The perpetual evolution of technology and digital business presents opportunities crossing 
all economic sectors for innovation in information capture, delivery and exchange; organization, 
storage, preservation, and retrieval; and interpretation and application. 
 
Two State of Michigan universities host ALA-accredited programs, both of which rank among 
the US News Top 25: The University of Michigan–Ann Arbor (#5); and Wayne State University 
(#22).  

• The University Of Michigan School of Library Science changed its name in 1996 to the 
School of Information, taking on a new identity and mission4: “to prepare socially 
engaged information professionals, and to create people-centered knowledge, systems 
and institutions for the Information Age.”  

• The Wayne State University School of Library and Information Science is one of seven 
ALA-accredited program host schools that still include “library” in its name.  

A name change to “School of Information Sciences” will align us with the majority of our peer 
schools and will help maintain relevance and competitiveness within the US News Top 25 cohort. 
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Accreditation  
The American Library Association requires neither prior review nor approval. The ALA will be 
notified, as is required by accreditation guidelines, if approved. 
 
Approvals 
The proposal was approved by the SLIS faculty, the Dean of the College of Library and 
Information Science, and the Provost. 

 


