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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS REPORT 
 
 
DEAN OF STUDENTS OFFICE 

The Dean of Students Office held a Fraternity and Sorority leaders Advance (retreat) on 
January 24, 2018.  Chapter presidents and chapter leaders responsible for new members 
education and risk management were required to attend.  All 27 social Greek 
organizations were represented.  The topic of the Advance was hazing.  Opening remarks 
were given by Provost Whitfield. 

As part of the Sesquicentennial kick-off celebration, a special Thursdays in the D Late 
Night Breakfast occurred on Thursday, January 25.  Over 1,000 students attended and 
were treated to breakfast, entertainment and giveaways and faculty and staff, including 
Provost Whitfield and Dean Jon Cawthorne were guest servers. 

Members of the WSU National Panhellenic Conference sorority council attending the 
National Panhellenic Conference Leadership Academy held in Indianapolis, Indiana the 
weekend of January 12, 2018.  This is the first time student leaders have attended the 
academy.  Topics of social responsibility, hazing, risk management, and sexual violence 
prevention were covered. 

The number of recognized student organizations has surpassed 500 for the first time in 
Wayne State University’s history.  The number currently sits at 509. 

The Dean of Students Office and Office of General Counsel conducted Title IX training 
for all student-athletes and all Department of Athletics staff on Wednesday, February 7 
and Thursday, February 8. 

The Dean of Students Office redesigned the academic misconduct reporting process to 
an on-line form system. This new system provides instructors an on-line submission 
resource to report academic misconduct and allows for a central repository of academic 
misconduct cases.  The system is already in place for non-academic misconduct 
activities. 
 
 
EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH AND INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS 
 
Office of International Programs (OIP) 

 A $25,000 grant will help OIP create a new pilot, student exchange program with 

the Universidad Externado de Colombia to study the fundamental approaches to 

conflict resolution and peace initiatives in both countries, while also teaching 

students about the practical skills necessary to build careers in this field. OIP, the 

Department of Political Science and the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies 

partnered to create the program, which will provide students with the opportunity 
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to learn from two geographic settings – Detroit and Bogotá – with different 

experiences and perspectives on conflict and post-conflict resolution. 

 Also in Colombia, OIP representatives participated in five recruiting fairs focused 

on STEM fields. The fairs are organized by EducationUSA, a State Department 

network of more than 425 international student-advising centers in more than 175 

countries. Staff visited with prospective students in Barranquilla, Bucaramanga, 

Cali, Manizales and Bogotá.  

 

Educational Outreach 

Cyber Range Hub 

 The Cyber Range Hub at the Advanced Technology Education Center (ATEC) in 

Warren was noted by the Workforce Intelligence Network for Southeast Michigan 

as an important asset in filling the area’s high demand for cybersecurity talent. The 

Cybersecurity Skills Gap Analysis noted that educational institutions such as WSU 

play an important role by working with local employers to address discrepancies in 

job postings and standards. In addition to student use, the hub can be booked by 

private companies to test software, applications and a variety of cyber assets, and 

individuals seeking professional development can enroll in noncredit cyber security 

courses there.   

 
Transfer Student Success Center 

 Our TSSC was named to the Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 2018 Transfer Honor Roll, 
which recognizes excellence in community college transfer pathways. PTK 
identifies the top four-year colleges and universities creating dynamic pathways to 
support transfer students, and evaluates schools on scholarships and financial aid, 
admissions outreach, student support services, and student engagement 
opportunities. This is the second year in a row the TSSC has been recognized by 
PTK.  

 The TSSC Is finalizing articulation agreements with Henry Ford College for 

pharmacy and Macomb Community College for computer science and social work; 

and has completed a reverse transfer agreement with Grand Rapids Community 

College; 

 Supported creation of a new chapter of Tau Sigma, a national transfer student 

honor society. Wayne State’s chapter, Eta Xi, hosted its first induction ceremony 

on February 28; 

 Collaborated with campus units to offer information sessions focused on liberal 

arts and sciences, engineering, business, pre-med/pharmacy and health sciences 

on-site at Henry Ford and Schoolcraft; and  

 Hosted a Transfer Welcome for new transfer students in Winter 2018 and 
assemblies for 50 Henry Ford College Honors Program students and 23 Oakland 
Community College Phi Theta Kappa students. 
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ENROLLMENT MANAGEMENT 
 
Admissions 
FTIAC Applications 
Applications are up 2% over this time last year 
Admits are up 12% over this time last year 
Orientation reservations are up 80% (slightly ahead in our messaging and tracking this 
year) 
 
Transfers  
Admits are down 4% but it is way early in the cycle.  We are up 50% in orientation 
reservations but these are still very early numbers. 
 
Financial Aid Activities 
Academic Works Implementation 
New system purchased by the Provost’s Office to make sure that students are able to 
more easily find scholarships for which they qualify as well as schools and colleges being 
able to match students with awards.  The Office of Student Financial Aid is live in 
Academic Works for the scholarships that are centrally awarded.  Business and 
Education have also completed the process to have their awards catalog.  Law, Honors, 
Social Work and Engineering are all in process.  All schools and colleges will be “live” for 
the Fall 2019 awarding year.   
 
Members of the Provost’s Senior Staff—Monica Brockmeyer, Ahmad Ezzedine, and 
Dawn Medley have partnered with the Detroit Chamber and Macomb Community College 
to submit a proposal to the Lumina Foundation to have Detroit designated as a Talent 
Hub.  Selection will be made in April.  The focus of the proposal is for a new “Warrior Way 
Back” program to re-engage adult students who have completed some college but have 
not degree.   
 
SCHOOLS, COLLEGES AND DEPARTMENTS SPOTLIGHTS 
 
The Princeton Review and U.S. News and World Report have again ranked Wayne State 
University’s Mike Ilitch School of Business among the best in the country for 2018.  The 
Princeton Review profiles the Ilitch School as one of the best places to earn an MBA in 
its 2018 listing of the top 267 business schools.  The Mike Ilitch School of Business also 
is featured in the U.S. News and World Report’s "Best Colleges" 2018 edition under the 
specialty Best Undergraduate Business Programs.   
 
Two CLAS students have come up with an answer to the age-old question: What to do 
with all of that excess prepared food from campus events?  Juniors Nicholas Ang and 
Camilla Cascardo have the answer – call the Detroit Feedback Loop.  Ang, a Psychology 
major, and Cascardo, a Psychology and Biological Sciences double-major, teamed up to 
form the Detroit Feedback Loop (DFL) – a student organization with the goal of gathering 
excess prepared food from different restaurants on campus and in the surrounding 
community and delivering it to local homeless shelters and soup kitchens.  The idea  
 

https://www.princetonreview.com/business-school-rankings?rankings=best-business-schools
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/wayne-state-2329
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started when Ang and Cascardo were sitting in Tower’s Café watching all of the leftover 
food go back to the kitchen on the conveyor belts. “Towers has a lot of advertising for 
trying to reduce food waste, but when we saw the food on the conveyor belts, there was 
tons of waste,” Cascardo said. “So we were like, what can do we do to stop this?”  
“Everyone knows that there is four billion pounds of food wasted every year…and that’s 
a lot of food,” Ang added. “Everyone knows that there is food waste out there, but I think 
that no one takes that a step further, and once we started talking to the cafeteria, 
something just kind of clicked, and we were like, it is so simple. Someone just needs to 
take that food and donate it. If no one can do it, we need to create a model.”  DFL works 
by using a series of volunteers to help deliver food. A distributor will contact DFL to let 
them know about the excess food, DFL then contacts one of its volunteers to pick up the 
food and transport it to local homeless shelters, such as the Detroit Rescue Mission or 
Coalition on Temporary Shelter (COTS), and soup kitchens.  
 
The School of Social Work will host its first social entrepreneurship conference on April 6 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Student Center on main campus. Co-sponsored by the 
School of Social Work Alumni Association Board, Wayne State’s student-led social 
innovation program OptimizeWayne, and the Wayne State student chapter of the 
Association of Black Social Workers.  The event is free for Wayne State students and 
costs $10 for non-students. Pre-registration is required and space is limited.  “Social 
Entrepreneurship: The Emerging Role of Social Innovation and Social Enterprise in 
Southeast Michigan” has been organized by Social Work’s new Entrepreneurship 
Committee, which hopes to make the conference an annual event. It will begin with 
plenary speakers Jason Ball and Steve Wolbert, founders of the Flint-based Social Impact 
Philanthropy and Investment (SIPI), who will present “Defining and Advancing Social 
Enterprise in Michigan’s Legacy Cities.” Conference participants can then take advantage 
of two tracks, one exploring best practices of social innovation and enterprise and the 
other providing focused content on business planning and development for those wishing 
to start or grow a social enterprise.  The “best practices” track will feature area nonprofit 
leaders who are applying social entrepreneurial strategies. These include Maha Freij, 
deputy director of ACCESS, who during a panel presentation on “Enterprising Nonprofits” 
will talk about ACCESS’s Center for Arab American Philanthropy and its success in 
empowering Arab Americans to use their resources to address charitable causes across 
the U.S. and around the globe. The track will also feature Jayesh Patel, president and 
managing attorney of Street Democracy, which works to end the criminalization of 
poverty. During a panel discussion titled “Social Innovation Across Nonprofit, Commercial 
and Public Sectors,” Patel will discuss how Street Democracy is collaborating with other 
Detroit nonprofits and governmental officials to establish the Street Outreach Court 
Detroit. 
 
A team of Wayne State University faculty was awarded $1 million from the National 
Science Foundation’s Scholarships in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (S-STEM) initiative for a new program called ACCESS: Achieving 
Commuter Engagement and Success.  ACCESS aims to increase the retention and six-
year graduation rates of targeted students while also providing insight to factors that affect 
how commuters engage with the campus community. By funding 84 scholarships over 
the next five years, ACCESS will support students who show high potential for success  
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in STEM disciplines and wish to pursue a bachelor’s in engineering at Wayne State yet  
face unique challenges as commuter students with low-income socioeconomic status.  In 
addition to financial support, the program includes summer engineering boot camps; 
mentoring from peers, faculty and working engineers; and experiential learning through 
internships and co-ops.  “This project really has the heart of Wayne State in it, and it 
builds on the best of what our faculty and staff across campus are doing to promote the 
success of our students,” said Jeffrey Potoff, principal investigator on the ACCESS project 
and associate dean for academic and student affairs in the Wayne State University 
College of Engineering. 
 
Ashleigh Anderson’s research has not only won her an award, but it has also given her 
purpose.  Anderson is a senior at Wayne State, studying public health. With the help of 
Dr. Martina Caldwell, an emergency medicine physician at Henry Ford Hopsital, she is 
researching the use of emergency departments (ED) for prenatal care and how it affects 
birth outcomes.  Due to a lack of resources for women, lack of contraceptive education, 
not having means to go to the OBGYN and financial aspects, Anderson and Caldwell 
realized that some women go to the ED for their prenatal care. Anderson says they want 
to make sure that women who come to the ED for prenatal care get what they need. “If 
you’re able to help mothers have better birth outcomes, you’re helping the next generation 
have better lives.”  Anderson started as a pre-nursing student at WSU and learned about 
the public health program during her sophomore year. “The program gave me a sense of 
greater purpose as it taught me to view health care as a preventative measure, helping 
to eliminate disparities and treat communities and populations rather than just 
individuals,” says Anderson. “I’ve always wanted to be a neonatal nurse practitioner.”  
During the summer of 2017, she joined the McNair Scholars program, which offers 
support to first-generation college students in their research. Her faculty advisor, Dr. 
Dawn Misra, connected her with Caldwell for this opportunity.  After presenting her 
research at the 2017 UROP Undergraduate Research and Creative Projects Conference, 
Anderson says she was extremely surprised to learn that she won an award for having 
one of the top 10 research projects. “I expected the ‘hard sciences’ to win because Wayne 
State is such a premier medical institution,” says Anderson. “It was cool that I got the 
attention of a lot of people.”  As she applies for nursing school, Anderson is completing 
her capstone project for her major. This project consists of researching literature about 
prenatal care in the ED and discussing how nursing and public health are interdisciplinary. 
“I have the background and I want to bring it to the clinical space,” says Anderson. “I’m 
excited to be a part of this."  
 
For the fourth consecutive year and fifth time in the past six years, Wayne State University 
Law School’s team won the U.S. Midwest Regional of the Philip C. Jessup International 
Law Moot Court Competition.  Wayne Law’s team topped the field of 19 law schools at 
the competition Thursday, Feb. 8 through Sunday, Feb. 11 at Loyola University School of 
Law in Chicago. The team also took home the award for Third Best Memorial.  Team 
members are third-year students Nicole Pitchford of Royal Oak, Aaron Shuman of Royal 
Oak and Adam Winnie of Taylor, and second-year students Emad Hamadeh of Dearborn 
and Layla Zarkesh of Detroit. Professor Gregory H. Fox, director of Wayne Law’s Program 
for International Legal Studies, is the team’s faculty advisor. 
 

https://www.henryford.com/physician-directory/c/caldwell-martina
https://www.henryford.com/locations/henry-ford-hospital
https://federaltrio.wayne.edu/mcnair
http://familymedicine.med.wayne.edu/profile.php?id=86053
http://familymedicine.med.wayne.edu/profile.php?id=86053
https://urop.wayne.edu/

