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DISSOLUTION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL MEDICINE AND 
REHABILITATION OAKWOOD 

 
Recommendation  
It is recommended that the Board of Governors approve the dissolution of the Department of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Oakwood in the School of Medicine effective 
spring/summer term, 2019.  
 
Background 
The Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Medicine Oakwood (PM&R Oakwood) 
was established in 2010 when the WSU School of Medicine's Department of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation was separated into two departments, one at Oakwood and one at the Detroit 
Medical Center (DMC) with two different department Chairs. After thriving initially for several 
years, the associated hospital changed hands and was acquired by the Beaumont Hospital System 
creating a non-supportive, highly competitive environment, which was not sustainable. The change 
in ownership created economic difficulties and an atmosphere that made it impossible for 
WSUSOM to support the training of residents.  
 
After considerable discussion and debate with the various stakeholders, the decision was made to 
recommend dissolution of the Department of PM&R Oakwood and transfer the residency and 
fellowship programs to Beaumont Health System. Current faculty and staff in the Department of 
PM&R Oakwood will be interviewed and transferred to either Beaumont or in the WSU School of 
Medicine's Department of Physical Medical and Rehabilitation DMC (PM&R DMC) under the 
leadership of the current Chair.  
 
Students will be transferred to the Department of PM&R DMC. Residents and Fellows will be 
transferred to Beaumont Hospital - Taylor. The Interim Chair and Interim Residency and 
Fellowship Program Director of PM&R Oakwood will be responsible for the transfer of these 
programs and informing the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME). 
The affected residents are supportive and in favor of the transfer. The current Interim Chair of 
PM&R Oakwood will return to his professorial position. Steps towards closure of the Department 
of PM&R Oakwood will begin immediately upon approval, and will be completed no later than 
October 1, 2018. 
 
Approvals 
The proposal for the dissolution of this department is supported by the faculty of the departments 
of PM&R Oakwood and PM&R DMC, the School of Medicine Faculty Senate, and has been 
approved by Dr. Charles Shanley, Vice Dean of Clinical Affairs and Dr. Jack Sobel, Dean of the 
School of Medicine and the Provost. 


