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FEDERAL AFFAIRS 
 
HEROES Act 
 
The U.S. House of Representatives passed the Health and Economic Recovery Omnibus 
Emergency Solutions Act (H.R. 6800), or the “HEROES Act,” by a vote of 208-199 (pretty 
much along party lines).  The HEROES Act was introduced earlier this week by House 
Democratic Leadership in an effort to start negotiations on the next relief effort to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  The HEROES Act is primarily intended as a statement of priorities 
for House Democrats in upcoming negotiations with the Senate and the White House on 
the next iteration of COVID-19 relief legislation.  The Republican-led Senate is not 
expected to consider the bill. 
 
In a separate vote, the House also passed a resolution authorizing proxy voting and 
remote Committee work, which will enable the House of Representatives to continue 
conducting business while Members of Congress are away from Washington during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The resolution, which does not require action by the Senate or the 
President, goes into effect immediately. For the immediate future, most Hill staff and 
Members of Congress are working remotely.   
 
The HEROES Act would greatly expand funding provided under the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act and the Paycheck Protection Program and 
Healthcare Enhancement Act.  The 1,815-page legislation would provide more than $3 
trillion in federal relief and institute new programs to combat COVID-19.  These provisions 
represent an array of policies that are focused primarily on providing direct relief for state 
and local government, taxpayers, and frontline workers.  Unlike the previous two 
legislative packages approved by Congress, no funding is included for the Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) that provides forgivable loans based on meeting certain 
criteria, to small businesses.  It is also worth noting that the HEROES Act does not include 
any economy-wide stimulus or infrastructure provisions that were the subject of discussion 
during previous rounds of negotiation.  Finally, the resolution does NOT provide 
funding for research or aid to universities and colleges. A non-inclusive list of the bill’s 
provisions: 

State and Local Government Relief 

▪ Approximately $1 trillion for state, local, and tribal governments, including: 

− $500 billion for states 

− $375 billion for local governments 

− $20 billion for territories 

− $20 billion for tribes 

− $35 million for oversight by the Inspector General of the Department of the Treasury 

− $755 million for the District of Columbia 

http://click.vnfnews.com/f/a/ZE0HeOK5S0h8_2opO_gO9g~~/AAGz5AA~/RgRgoda8P0SGaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm5mLmNvbS9yZWRpcmVjdC5hc3B4P0VtYWlsPUFydGljbGVVcGRhdGVzJTQwTmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbSZDb250YWN0SWQ9MjI0NzMmTWFpbGluZ0lkPTM3MDI0Jk1haWxLZXk9MzY3NTExMSZMaW5rSWQ9MTg1NzZXA3NwY0IKABzWUb9e_hYppFIfQXJ0aWNsZVVwZGF0ZXNATmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbVgEAAAAAg~~
http://click.vnfnews.com/f/a/FXUi_AzsRQ5-Cfk8XemSLA~~/AAGz5AA~/RgRgoda8P0SGaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm5mLmNvbS9yZWRpcmVjdC5hc3B4P0VtYWlsPUFydGljbGVVcGRhdGVzJTQwTmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbSZDb250YWN0SWQ9MjI0NzMmTWFpbGluZ0lkPTM3MDI0Jk1haWxLZXk9MzY3NTExMSZMaW5rSWQ9MTg1NzhXA3NwY0IKABzWUb9e_hYppFIfQXJ0aWNsZVVwZGF0ZXNATmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbVgEAAAAAg~~
http://click.vnfnews.com/f/a/FXUi_AzsRQ5-Cfk8XemSLA~~/AAGz5AA~/RgRgoda8P0SGaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm5mLmNvbS9yZWRpcmVjdC5hc3B4P0VtYWlsPUFydGljbGVVcGRhdGVzJTQwTmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbSZDb250YWN0SWQ9MjI0NzMmTWFpbGluZ0lkPTM3MDI0Jk1haWxLZXk9MzY3NTExMSZMaW5rSWQ9MTg1NzhXA3NwY0IKABzWUb9e_hYppFIfQXJ0aWNsZVVwZGF0ZXNATmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbVgEAAAAAg~~
http://click.vnfnews.com/f/a/sWLwW0g9uH7olG8jQifeMg~~/AAGz5AA~/RgRgoda8P0SGaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm5mLmNvbS9yZWRpcmVjdC5hc3B4P0VtYWlsPUFydGljbGVVcGRhdGVzJTQwTmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbSZDb250YWN0SWQ9MjI0NzMmTWFpbGluZ0lkPTM3MDI0Jk1haWxLZXk9MzY3NTExMSZMaW5rSWQ9MTg1NzlXA3NwY0IKABzWUb9e_hYppFIfQXJ0aWNsZVVwZGF0ZXNATmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbVgEAAAAAg~~
http://click.vnfnews.com/f/a/sWLwW0g9uH7olG8jQifeMg~~/AAGz5AA~/RgRgoda8P0SGaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm5mLmNvbS9yZWRpcmVjdC5hc3B4P0VtYWlsPUFydGljbGVVcGRhdGVzJTQwTmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbSZDb250YWN0SWQ9MjI0NzMmTWFpbGluZ0lkPTM3MDI0Jk1haWxLZXk9MzY3NTExMSZMaW5rSWQ9MTg1NzlXA3NwY0IKABzWUb9e_hYppFIfQXJ0aWNsZVVwZGF0ZXNATmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbVgEAAAAAg~~
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− $3.6 billion for grants to States for contingency planning, preparation, and resilience 
of Federal elections 

 
Relief for Taxpayers and Workers 

▪ Authorizes a second round of direct payments to taxpayers amounting to $1,200 per 
person, $6000 per family. 

▪ Provides $10 billion for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

▪ Provides $75 billion to states, territories, and tribes to provide direct assistance to 
homeowners for mortgage payments, property taxes, property insurance, utilities, and 
other housing-related costs 

▪ Establishes a $200 billion “Heroes’ Fund” to ensure hazard pay for essential workers 

▪ Requires that the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) issue 
standards to require workplaces to develop and implement infection control plans 
consistent with CDC expertise and prevent retaliation against workers who report 
infection control problems 

 
Healthcare 

▪ Requires the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) to update the COVID-19 
strategic testing plan required under the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and 
Health Care Enhancement Act 

▪ Requires the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to lead and implement a national 
COVID-19 testing and contact tracing initiative 

 
Energy 

▪ Provides $1.5 billion of additional funding for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP) 

▪ Requires states and utilities receiving federal emergency funding to adopt measures or 
continue to operate under policies that would prevent shutting off utilities 

▪ Restricts debt collectors from disconnecting or terminating a utility service, including 
electricity, natural gas, telecommunications or broadband, water, or sewer for 
nonpayment and prevents debt collectors from threatening to take actions to 
disconnect access as a result of nonpayment 

 
Senate Republican Leadership has stated publicly that they will not consider the HEROES 
Act, as passed by the House. Furthermore, Senate Republicans and the White House 
have indicated that they will refrain from participating in formal negotiations on the next 
stage of COVID-19 relief in order to have time to evaluate the impact of funding under 
previous legislative packages (CARES and CARES 1.5). While Senate Leadership has not 
released their priorities, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell stated that he will seek 
to include liability protections for businesses that choose to reopen in any future COVID-
19-related legislation. 
 

http://click.vnfnews.com/f/a/Mqc_tSGq9wZGX6ZFWwkk4g~~/AAGz5AA~/RgRgoda8P0SGaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm5mLmNvbS9yZWRpcmVjdC5hc3B4P0VtYWlsPUFydGljbGVVcGRhdGVzJTQwTmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbSZDb250YWN0SWQ9MjI0NzMmTWFpbGluZ0lkPTM3MDI0Jk1haWxLZXk9MzY3NTExMSZMaW5rSWQ9MTg1ODRXA3NwY0IKABzWUb9e_hYppFIfQXJ0aWNsZVVwZGF0ZXNATmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbVgEAAAAAg~~
http://click.vnfnews.com/f/a/3WKNYER68zOebWlV1CPiOg~~/AAGz5AA~/RgRgoda8P0SGaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudm5mLmNvbS9yZWRpcmVjdC5hc3B4P0VtYWlsPUFydGljbGVVcGRhdGVzJTQwTmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbSZDb250YWN0SWQ9MjI0NzMmTWFpbGluZ0lkPTM3MDI0Jk1haWxLZXk9MzY3NTExMSZMaW5rSWQ9MTg1ODVXA3NwY0IKABzWUb9e_hYppFIfQXJ0aWNsZVVwZGF0ZXNATmF0TGF3UmV2aWV3LmNvbVgEAAAAAg~~
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With Congressional Republicans and the White House reluctant to commit to additional 
spending, the timeline for any stimulus bill is heavily dependent on the impact of these 
intermediate relief packages and the state of the economy. As we move later into the 
summer, 2020 elections might also influence the prospects for stimulus legislation. 
 
Remote Voting 
 
In a separate vote, the House also passed a resolution that allows for remote voting on the 
House floor as well as remote proceedings within House committees, by a vote of 217-
189. This resolution is effective immediately upon passage. Members of the House of 
Representatives may designate another Member of the House as a proxy by submitting a 
signed letter to the Clerk.  Any Member of the House whose vote is cast or whose 
presence is recorded by proxy will count towards determining whether there is a quorum to 
conduct business in the House.  Representatives voting on behalf of other Members by 
proxy are required to follow exact instructions regarding votes. 
 
Under this change in the House Rules, a Member of the House can serve as a proxy for 
up to ten House Members at a time. The resolution also allows for House committees to 
conduct business remotely. Committee Members who participate remotely will count for 
the purposes of determining a quorum to conduct committee business and will be allowed 
to cast their votes or record their presence remotely.  Witnesses at committee hearings 
may also appear remotely.  However, the resolution prohibits committees from conducting 
closed or executive sessions remotely.  
 
The procedures outlined in the resolution would terminate within 45 days of notice by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. Should the need arise, the new rules may be 
extended by an additional 45 days if the public health emergency remains in effect. The 
Speaker may also terminate the 45-day period early at the advice of the House Sergeant-
at-Arms and Attending Physician. 
 
After initially engaging in negotiations on the details of remote voting with Democratic 
leadership, House Republicans ultimately opposed the final resolution, suggesting that 
House business could be conducted in person while following social distancing guidelines, 
and maintaining that the measure does not reflect bipartisan agreement on the matter. 
Democrats believe that remote voting will allow the House to effectively conduct its 
business without putting Members and staff at risk. 
 
The Department of Education and Title IX Changes 
 
Title IX is a federal civil rights law passed as part of the Education Amendments of 1972. 
This law protects people from discrimination based on sex in education programs or 
activities that receive Federal financial assistance. Title IX states that: 
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“No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under 
any education program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.” 

 
Title IX applies to any institution receiving federal financial assistance from the Department 
of Education, including state and local educational agencies. Educational programs and 
activities that receive federal funds from the Department of Education must operate in a 
nondiscriminatory manner. Also, a recipient may not retaliate against any person for 
opposing an unlawful educational practice or policy, or because a person made charges, 
testified or participated in any complaint action under Title IX. 
 
Education Secretary Betsy DeVos issued her final Title IX rule on May 13, 2020 that 
governs how schools and colleges must handle allegations of sexual harassment and 
assault. The ruling is over 2,200 pages, and was anticipated for quite a while.  
 
The rule goes into effect Aug. 14, a contentious deadline. Secretary DeVos rebuffed calls 
from education and victims advocacy groups, Democratic lawmakers and state attorneys 
general asking to delay finalizing the regulation until the national coronavirus emergency is 
over.  On the flip side, some attorneys who represent students who have been accused of 
sexual misconduct encouraged the Education Department to move ahead, saying that it 
could be an ideal time to implement the rule since campuses are empty.  
 
The Secretary in a call with reporters, acknowledged both concerns, but said, “We've been 
working on this for more than two years, so it's not a surprise to institutions that it was 
coming.” The department set August 14, 2020 as the start date so the regulation could 
kick in before the next academic year begins. 
 
What does this mean for Wayne State University? Colleges and universities must now 
respond to all complaints with courtroom-like hearings where representatives for the 
accused and the alleged victim can call witnesses and challenge their credibility. The 
hearings can occur live or virtually, which could be significant if schools must remain 
online in the fall.  
 
Additionally, schools must gather evidence and shoulder the burden of proof during an 
investigation, not students. The evidence also must be available to all parties, and the 
hearing decision maker can no longer be the same person as the campus Title IX 
coordinator or the investigator.  Colleges and universities will also be responsible for 
posting on their websites materials used to train Title IX personnel, and they must make 
materials available for members of the public to inspect. 
 
The rule also specifically lays out the jurisdiction of Title IX. It says Title IX “applies to 
persons in the United States with respect to education programs or activities that receive 
Federal financial assistance.” One thing to look out for would be how it is applied to future 
study abroad programs.   

http://www.politico.com/news/2020/05/06/betsy-devos-sexual-misconduct-rule-schools-240131
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The rule clarifies that buildings owned or controlled by a student organization, like a 
fraternity or sorority house, do fall under the school’s responsibility.  
 
There is a very good likelihood that Congress will step in.  Major rules that are finalized by 
the Administration during the final 60 legislative days of the House or Senate this year 
would potentially be vulnerable in the next Congress under the Congressional Review Act. 
The so-called lookback period could begin this month, depending on the congressional 
calendar for the rest of this year, which is difficult to precisely predict in most years, much 
less when the coronavirus pandemic has upended how Congress meets.  While 
conservative lawmakers lauded the new rule, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said 
Democrats will fight it. 
 
Groups have vowed to challenge the new rule in court. Separately, the ACLU also says it 
will be challenging the rule.   
 
STATE AFFAIRS 
 
Executive Budget Summary/Look Back 
 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer released her FY 2020-21 Executive Budget recommendation in 
early February, prior to the COVID-19 crisis officially arriving in Michigan.  That 
recommendation included: 

− A favorable increase (2.5%) to Higher Education Operations Funding;  

− tuition restraint set at 4.25% or $586 (whichever is higher);  

− removal of penalty language associated with tuition restraint;  

− scoring of Capital Outlay Projects, with WSU’s State Hall renovation ranked fourth of 
the nine projects reviewed;  

− inclusion of funding for the Michigan Reconnect Program, Michigan Student Loan 
Refinance Program, and all three major financial aid programs (Michigan Competitive 
Scholarship, Michigan Tuition Grant, and Tuition Incentive Program); and, finally,  

− a lower rate of return for MPSERS, and several additional changes including grants for 
teacher professional development with partner universities, and removal of certain 
boilerplate reporting language.  

 
Overall, the Executive Recommendation released in February indicated a favorable 
opinion of higher education; however, the current climate has drastically changed what we 
can expect from a final budget. 
 
Supplemental Budget Bills 
 
The Michigan Legislature continues to work on supplemental appropriations to offset the 
previously unforeseen costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. The most recent 
iteration, SB 690, included funding for child development care and grants for K-12 
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institutions meeting certain benchmarks in English and mathematics. There was not 
funding in this supplemental for institutes of Higher Education. We, and our Higher Ed 
counterparts, will continue to share the need for investment in higher education during this 
unprecedented crisis.  
 
Updated State Revenues 

On Friday, May 15, the state Consensus Revenue Estimating Conference (CREC) agreed 
to an updated financial forecast resulting in an agreed $3.2 billion dollar shortfall. The 
shortfall represents a nearly $2 billion reduction in General Fund (GF) and $1.2 billion 
reduction in School Aid Fund (SAF) revenues. The uncertainty surrounding Michigan’s 
economy and state revenue collections, has resulted in ongoing projections well below 
what was estimated when the Governor’s FY ’20-’21 proposed budget was released and 
the CREC confirms the depressed economic outlook.  

The changes in the state’s financial health will likely result in significant budget decreases, 
and potentially in a negative supplemental or clawing back of unspent state resources 
allocated previously. WSU, along with our Higher Education colleagues, will continue to 
advocate for funding that allows us to serve our students, our team members, and our 
communities.  

Legislation 

WSU DGCA continues to monitor state legislation and regulations that could affect our 
students, our faculty, and our ability to carry out our mission. This includes, but is not 
limited to, the following:  

▪ Senate Joint Resolution E (McBroom) a constitutional amendment requiring 
University Governing Board meetings to be open to the public. This legislation has 
been referred to the Oversight committee, and if it is moved requires submission to 
the public at the next general election following passage. 

▪ Senate Bill 251 (Alexander) creating remediation planning for certain transfer 
students. This legislation has yet to be acted upon and has been referred to the 
Education and Career Readiness Committee.   

▪ House Bills 5217 (Iden), 5218 (Tate), and Senate Bill 660 (Hollier) requiring 
compensation for college athletes when their name, likeness, image, or athletic 
reputation is used as well as prohibiting the NCAA and other amateur sports 
organizations from preventing a student athlete from receiving compensation. The 
House Bills are awaiting further consideration in the Ways and Means Committee.  

▪ House Bills 4435 (Reilly) and 4436 (Reilly) creating the Campus Free Speech Act 
allowing some restriction of expressive conduct on campus under certain 
circumstances and requiring Universities and Colleges to adopt a policy on campus 
free speech. These pieces of legislation have been referred to the Oversight 
Committee and have yet to be acted upon. 



Submitted by: Patrick O. Lindsey, Vice President 7 
 Government and Community Affairs 

 

 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS AGENDA June 19, 2020 

 

▪ House Bills 4380 (Anthony) and 4381 (Hoadley) regarding campus sexual assault 
prevention. These bills have been referred to the Judiciary committee and have yet 
to be acted upon.  

▪ House Bill 5516 (Reilly) creating the Michigan Nursing Scholarship Act. This 
legislation has yet to be acted upon and is currently sitting in the Health Policy 
Committee.  

▪ House Bill 5603 (Reilly) creating a higher education ombudsman. This bill has been 
referred to the Education Committee and has yet to be acted upon. 

▪ House Bill 5745 (Anthony) requiring a refund of certain housing and boarding costs 
assessed during closure due to a pandemic. This legislation was referred to the 
Education Committee and has yet to be acted upon.  

▪ Appropriations Legislation:  

o Senate Bill 268 (Horn), House Bill 5576 (Frederick), and House Bill 5580 
(Anthony) creating the Michigan Reconnect Grant. This legislation was 
signed by the Governor and is now PA 84, PA 68 and PA 69 of 2020, 
respectively.  

o Senate Bill 359 (LaSata) modifying eligibility for the promise zone 
scholarship.  

o Senate Bill 380 (Bayer) creating a student loan forgiveness program for 
certain teachers at at-risk schools. This legislation is awaiting consideration.  

o House Bill 4426 (Koleszar) modifying tuition assistance benefits for survivors 
of fallen Michigan Police and Fire personnel. This legislation has yet to be 
acted upon.House Bill 4464 (Kennedy) and Senate Bill 267 (Ananich) 
creating the Michigan Opportunity Initiative. These bills were referred to the 
respective Appropriations Committees and have yet to be acted upon. 

o House Bill 4798 (Rabhi) legislative intent regarding in-state tuition rates for 
certain noncitizen residents. This legislation has yet to be acted upon. 

o Supplemental appropriations, including Senate Bills 545 (Statmas), 690 
(Stamas) 

o Higher Education appropriations recommendations from the House and 
Senate  

 
GOVERNMENT HEALTH AFFAIRS 
 
Graduate Medical Education (GME) Reform – MIDOCs 
 
WSU and other members of the MIDOCs consortium have the first cohort of residents in 
the program. As a reminder, funding for this program is through direct state appropriations, 
which are  then leveraged to receive federal dollars. The federal Medicaid office approved 
the state’s plan of how it will use those funds and how we will flow the money to the 
residency programs. For FY20, the legislature passed $3.75 million through supplemental 
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funding. In addition to the FY20 appropriation, there was leftover funding from the previous 
year amounting to $7.4 million. National Match Day for residency was on March 20 and 
WSU matched a resident for all open positions in the program. The new cohort of 24 
residents in total will begin on July 1.   
 
The Governor has proposed a GF appropriation of $21.6 million for the program for FY21. 
This would allow consistent funding for next 4 years and guarantee growth in the program. 
With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, we may see changes in the GF amount 
available for future years. We are working with the legislature to ensure the program is 
protected against any major budget cuts.  Our goal is to retain funding to keep the 
program consistent at its current number of 24 residents per cohort.  
 
Lycaki Young Fund  
 
The Lycaki Young Fund at WSU receives $5.6M each year to provide psychiatric services 
to over 47,000 patients annually. Due to the potential State Budget shortfalls, the 
Government Affairs team is monitoring the support for this program to ensure that it is not 
cut or eliminated. We plan to have conversations with the legislature to reinforce the 
importance of this program in providing needed services to Michigan residents.   
 
The Michigan Poison Center 
 
The Poison Center (PC) has been conducting outreach during the COVID-19 pandemic 
regarding the use of Chlorpquine and Hydroxychloroquine to treat the virus. There has 
been an increase in overdoses tied to use of these drugs according to the PC. The director 
of the PC, Dr. Aaron has sent out media notices and was interviewed by Fox2 News on 
the issue.  
 
 


