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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS REPORT 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 

Academic Student Affairs and Global Engagement 
 

Office of Student Financial Aid (OFSA) 

In cooperation with Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s Office, WSU announced the Wayne State 
Guarantee tuition pledge program for incoming first-year undergraduates for fall 2023. The 
Guarantee provides tuition assistance for eligible students so they incur zero out-of-pocket 
expenses. The Wayne State Guarantee is open to all Pell Grant-eligible Michigan residents, as 
well as most families who earn $70,000 or less and have $50,000 or less in assets. The program 
launched with a hugely successful event featuring Gov. Whitmer and received headline media 
coverage.  

 

Educational Outreach (EO) 
EO hosted Wayne County Community College District Chancellor Curtis Ivery and members of 
the media in March to announce the new Transfer Pathways Agreement between our two 
institutions. The agreement maximizes credits students earn while completing an associate 
degree at WCCCD and transferring to WSU to complete their bachelor’s. A dedicated WCCCD 
transfer pathways website was developed and the program will be in place for Fall 2023. 

 

Undergraduate Admissions 
In early April, the office hosted WSU Admitted Student Day and the Detroit Senior Success Day 
Program and, in partnership with the Detroit College Access Network, will host an admitted 
student program for students from 13 high schools in the city of Detroit.      

 

Office of International Programs (OIP) 

The Office of Fellowships, part of OIP, hosted a luncheon for 20 faculty members interested in 
learning more about the Fulbright Scholar Program, which is open to faculty in all disciplines.  

Since 1949, nearly 200 Wayne State faculty have received Fulbright Scholar Awards. With the 
guidance of OIP, the university is encouraging more faculty to consider pursuing Fulbright 
programs and is committed to supporting and assisting those who want to apply. 

 

https://wayne.edu/transfer/pathways-wcccd
https://wayne.edu/transfer/pathways-wcccd
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Professor Jun Sung Hong of the School of Social Work just received notice that he has been 
awarded a Fulbright award to teach and conduct research in Belgium from September to 
December 2023. 

 

Executive and Professional Development (EPD) 

Wayne County’s 2023 change management program has begun, with 9 EPD sessions set for 
300+ leaders across the organization. The UAW Chrysler EAP Specialist - EAP Conference offered 
certification and recertification sessions to 60+ participants. 

Apex Accelerator (formerly PTAC – the Procurement Technical Assistance Center) hosted a Meet 
the Buyers event for 60 clients at Lift Detroit. 16 government agencies and resource partners 
connected with Apex clients to learn about their capabilities and explore contracting 
opportunities. Apex helps Detroit-based businesses learn about and compete for government 
contracts. 

Vice President Ahmad Ezzeddine hosted and emceed the annual Macomb County Economic 
Forecast Luncheon hosted by the Macomb County Chamber Alliance, which explored upcoming 
economic trends at the local and national level. Wayne State was the premier sponsor of this 
annual event, which drew over 250 attendees. 

 

Career Services 

The office hosted an All Majors In-Person Career Fair in March, which drew 95 community 
employers and 376 students, while the All-Majors Virtual Career Fair the next day drew 53 
community employers and 223 students. The office also offered two Career Coaching Clinics and 
several Career Explorer Club meetings, and the yearlong mock interview program has grown to 
24 employer partners and more than 70 students participating.   

Career Services collaborated with the Office of Teaching and Learning on a faculty Canvas career 
module that includes career development resources for students, a 4-year career plan for 
students, career competencies overview, and Career Services office information, services, and 
resources. Faculty can simply drag and drop the module into their course for students to 
explore, or they can incorporate the information into their lesson plans. The new tool applies to 
all majors across the campus.  

  

In celebration of Cooperative Education and Internship Month, Career Services offered weekly 
events focused on the application preparation process, searching for internships and 
networking. The month concluded with the 2023 Mayoral Fellowship information session 
featuring Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan, in which 45 WSU students participated.  
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Eugene Applebaum College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 

Professor of Pharmacy Practice Victoria Tutag-Lehr has been recognized for her work and 
expertise related to the opioid epidemic. She was interviewed on CBS news Detroit regarding 
the FDA approval of the over-the-counter access of Naloxone. An article she co-authored, 
Pharmacists and opioid use disorder care during COVID-19: Call for Action, was recognized for 
having the most downloads for the JACCP journal in the 12 months following publication. Dr. 
Tutag-Lehr recently returned from presenting her work ("Did Commercial and Medicaid Opioid 
Analgesic Policies Change after CDC Treatment of Chronic Pain Guidelines was Revised?" with 
Cynthia Arfken at the Sixteenth Workshop on Costs and Assessment in Psychiatry - Mental 
Health Outcomes, Services, Economics, Policy Research in Venice, Italy, and she will be 
presenting her work, "Commercial and Medicaid Opioid Analgesic Policies and the Revised CDC 
Treatment of Chronic Pain Guidelines," at the Annual American Psychiatric Association meeting 
in May. 

Recipients of the 2023 Health Sciences Clinical Research Award, an internal grant mechanism is 
to facilitate research among clinical faculty, are:  

• Assistant Professor of Occupational Therapy Regina Parnell, "Still Hurried: Working 
Mothers and Well-Being" 

• Assistant Clinical Professor of Physical Therapy Marie Pepin, "Effect of a Brief 
Psychosocial Oriented Intervention on Physical Therapists' Beliefs and Behaviors in the 
Management of Patients with Low Back Pain" 

• Assistant Clinical Professor of Occupational Therapy Christine Kivlen, "Pause for Paws: A 
Drop-In Therapy Dog Clinic for Students" 

• Program Director of Radiation Therapy Technology Jeannetta Greer, "Does Teaching 
Core Values Promote Positive Relationships Between Radiation Therapy Students and 
Their Patients?" 

Faculty honored with departmental teaching awards are: Assistant Clinical Professor of Physical 
Therapy Jennifer Dickson, Assistant Professor of Physician Assistant Studies Sara Lolar and 
Assistant Clinical Professor of Mortuary Science Lauren Budrow. 

The Mortuary Science program will undergo an accreditation visit from the American Board of 
Funeral Service Education April 16-18. 

A dedicated WSU Applebaum financial aid counselor is now holding in-person office hours each 
week in the Office of Student Affairs. While virtual and phone meetings with students have been 
in place, adding a physical presence allows for walk-in questions while students are within the 
Applebaum Building.  

A new student employee has joined the Office of Student Affairs team to provide administrative 
support to students with the office and assist in student-centric programming.  Six of our 

https://doi.org/10.1002/jac5.1556
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programs conducted a grassroots campaign which gathered videos, photos and interviews of 
students. The content has been packaged into short program review snapshot videos, which will 
be deployed to the C2Pipeline group and shared with 21 Detroit high schools for viewing.  

 

Office of Faculty Affairs and Development 

In the past months, in addition to regularly scheduled programming and duties, the Office of 
Faculty Affairs and Development was primarily concerned with facilitating selection committees 
and sending letters for the various awards to be celebrated in late April. These include the BOG 
Faculty Recognition Award, President’s Award for Excellence in Teaching, Career Development 
Chair Award, Distinguished Faculty Fellowships, and Academy of Teachers’ new member 
selections. The Academic Recognition Ceremony program booklet has been delivered to our 
printer; the ceremony will be held later this month, and planning is nearing completion.  

Following contractual procedures, our office approved and initiated disbursement of $70,000 
during AY 2022-23 in professional development funding for tenured faculty.   

In April, we will be coordinating with faculty and academic staff across the university to hold four 
informational panels on the promotion, tenure, and ESS processes pertinent to their positions; a 
fifth will be held by the Medical School for clinical and research faculty, and we will assist with 
promoting attendance.  

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences welcomed alumni back to campus during its second 
Alumni Family Day. On Saturday, March 25, hundreds of alum and family members participated 
in interactive and kid-friendly learning activities hosted by CLAS departments, museums and the 
WSU Planetarium.    

 The Anthropology Graduate Student Organization hosted its annual 
Transformations conference on March 4. The theme of the well-attended event 
was ‘accessibility.’ The event explored the degree to which everyone, regardless of their age, 
gender, sex, culture, needs or abilities, can fully participate in and enjoy social or cultural 
activities.   

 

Continuing to take an "all hands on deck" approach to recruitment efforts, every department in 
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences participated in WSU's Spring Open House and Admitted 
Student Day events. Chemistry and biology hosted lab tours while several CLAS departments 
held sample lectures for future Warriors.  

https://www.instagram.com/p/CqgLjosvQCh/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CqgLjosvQCh/
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Professor and chair for the Department of History Elizabeth Faue recently received the 
Distinguished Service Award from the Labor and Working Class History Association. The award is 
given periodically to individuals who have made a distinctive contribution to the field. 

The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences has partnered with Wayne Law to promote the new BA 
in Law program. The program will provide a strong foundation in law, critical thinking and 
writing, ethics, political and legal theory, and legal and justice systems that will make students 
competitive for innovative and emerging employment opportunities in a variety of fields and 
industries, including pursuing graduate studies in law school. 

Wayne State University's resident Peregrine Falcons have started the 2023 nesting season with a 
bang. The falcon research team identified a new female falcon on the ledge of Old Main's 
clocktower. Lillie (identified by color-coded ID bands) comes to WSU all the way from Port 
Washington, WI. The pair is currently in the beginning stages of the nesting season and has one 
egg. Viewers can keep up with the duo on Instagram and watch them live on YouTube.  

Economics student Aaron Keathley made university history this semester when he became 
Wayne State’s first-ever Marshall Scholarship recipient, receiving a $100,000 award for graduate 
studies in the United Kingdom after he graduates in May. The Marshall Scholarship is one of the 
most highly competitive in the world, awarding $100,000 to up to 50 students. He is the only 
student in Michigan awarded in the 2023 class.  

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning has elected Wayne State Professor Rayman 
Mohamed, Chair of the Department of Urban Studies and Planning, as its next president.  

WSU Nutrition and Food Science students are getting a unique and hands-on experience this 
semester through Professor Smiti Gupta's Food Chemistry course. The class will take a total of 
three field trips to area food processing plants, including Midas Foods and a dairy processing 
plant, to bolster the students' experienced-based learning. 

The CLAS Educational Transition Coordination program was featured at Detroit’s Celebration of 
National Second Chance Month. The event is celebrated during the month of April and 
reaffirms the importance of helping justice-impacted individuals reenter society.   

Wayne State's Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice hosted its new Career 
Exploration Conference to help students learn more about career opportunities. Students 
participated in industry-specific panels and interactive sessions with a diverse group of alumni 
and industry professionals who shared their experiences from different career paths. 

Wayne State Department of Chemistry hosted Michigan’s Science Olympiad with 300 guest and 
student on campus participating March 5. 

Wayne State University Law School 

Faculty Receive Awards for Excellence Across a Wide Range of Work 

https://today.wayne.edu/news/2023/03/06/professor-and-chair-for-the-department-of-history-elizabeth-faue-has-received-the-distinguished-service-award-from-the-labor-and-working-class-history-association-50616?utm_source=link&utm_medium=email-640a2a3c33d4e&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+March+9%2C+2023+-+Today%40Wayne+-+Wayne+State+University&utm_content=Department+of+History+Professor+and+Chair+Elizabeth+Faue+receiv
https://today.wayne.edu/news/2023/03/06/professor-and-chair-for-the-department-of-history-elizabeth-faue-has-received-the-distinguished-service-award-from-the-labor-and-working-class-history-association-50616?utm_source=link&utm_medium=email-640a2a3c33d4e&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+March+9%2C+2023+-+Today%40Wayne+-+Wayne+State+University&utm_content=Department+of+History+Professor+and+Chair+Elizabeth+Faue+receiv
https://today.wayne.edu/news/2023/03/09/wayne-state-board-of-governors-approves-new-law-degree-for-undergraduate-students-50635
https://today.wayne.edu/news/2023/03/09/wayne-state-board-of-governors-approves-new-law-degree-for-undergraduate-students-50635
https://www.instagram.com/WSUFalcons/
https://go.wayne.edu/falcons
https://clas.wayne.edu/economics/news/economics-major-aaron-keathley-lands-wsus-first-ever-marshall-scholarship-worth-100000-46103
https://www.acsp.org/
https://news.yahoo.com/detroit-celebrates-national-second-chance-022500166.html
https://news.yahoo.com/detroit-celebrates-national-second-chance-022500166.html
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Wayne Law faculty continue to excel and to have their excellence recognized inside and outside 
the university. The American Bar Foundation and the JPB Foundation selected Professor Kirsten 
Matoy Carlson as a prestigious Access to Justice Scholar for 2023-24. Carlson, who joins a cohort 
of five other scholars from elite law schools, will receive support for a major empirical project 
measuring the effectiveness of the delivery of legal services to Native communities in the United 
States. Carlson also was selected as a 2023-24 WSU Humanities Center Marilyn Williamson 
Endowed Distinguished Faculty Fellow. Professors Rebecca Robichaud and Daniel Ellman 
received a Board of Governors Faculty Recognition Award for their work creating the Holistic 
Defense Partnership, a joint initiative between Wayne Law and Wayne’s School of Social Work 
and the first of its kind in the country. Professor Jalila Jefferson-Bullock was honored for her 
scholarship with a Career Development Chair, while Professor Kathy Smolinski was honored for 
her teaching with the President’s Award for Excellence in Teaching. 

Named Professorships, Chairs, and Research Scholar Positions Increase 

The Law School is substantially growing its number of named professorships, chairs, and 
research scholar positions. The Development Office recently documented a $1,000,000 planned 
gift to create a new endowed professor and a separate research scholar; just received the final 
payment to establish the Littlejohn Family Chair in the Damon J. Keith Center for Civil Rights; 
and is within $73,000 of establishing yet another new $1.5 million chair, on top of adding two 
new research scholar positions in recent years. 

Non-JD Programs Continue to Expand 

The Board of Governors formally approved the new BA in Law program to launch in Fall 2023. 
The Law School already is implementing marketing and promotion plans for the program, 
including high school and community college visits, participation in STEM Day, the launch of a 
new Learning Community, and presentations to the High School Advisor Board. The Law School 
also is relaunching its US Law major in its LLM program in Fall 2023. Inquiries for both new 
programs already are coming in. 

Another Strong Year on Job Placement for Wayne Law Graduates 

The Law School’s Office of Career & Professional Development (OCPD) continues its strong work 
on behalf of talented Wayne Law graduates. For the second year in a row, Wayne Law’s official 
employment rate for its graduates 10 months after graduation saw over 90% of graduates—
91.06%, to be exact—in full-time, long-term, “gold standard” law jobs. The OCPD also hosted a 
town hall with the Michigan Attorney General, Dana Nessel, Law ‘94. Topics of discussion 
included premier cases handled by her Department, new initiatives, and current job 
opportunities. Over 85 prominent employers conducted over 500 individual interviews of Wayne 
Law students during the Law School’s on-campus interview program. Finally, as part of a new 
initiative to increase the visibility of Wayne Law in the national legal market, the OCPD hosted 
three National Speaker Series events featuring distinguished Wayne Law alumni from New York, 
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Chicago, and D.C. Guests spoke about pivotal moments in their careers, their time at Wayne 
Law, and how the Law School helped to get them to where they are today.  

Irvin D. Reid Honors College 
 

The Honors College presented a special information session on the benefits of Honors 
membership to interested prospective students and parents at the Spring Open House event on 
March 4. Honors also had an informational table at the resource fair during the Open House 
event.  

Students enrolled in HON 4260: Modern Parisian spent March 10-18 in Paris with their instructor 
and program leader. Student applied their studies and research of modern Parisian life and 
culture to the experience of actually being in Paris over Spring Break. This was the first Honors 
student travel program to go since 2019. 

The Irvin D. Reid Honors College hosted its third Honors Showcase event on March 22 in the 
ballroom of the Student Center. Attendance was strong, with about 80 admitted students who 
have been invited into Honors for Fall 23 participating with parents and guests. The event 
featured a presentation by Dean Corvino followed by a panel of current Honors students for a 
discussion of the Honors experience facilitated by the dean. Attendees had an opportunity to 
ask questions and were served light food and refreshments. Following the program, a campus 
resource fair was available with a sampling of academic and service departments on-hand to 
answer questions and provide information.  

A popular lunchtime series for students in Honors – “Lunch with Leaders” continued for the 
winter semester. Campus and community leaders are invited for an informal and engaged talk 
with Honors students about their roles, backgrounds, academic histories, and research interests. 
Lunch is provided for all participants. Honors welcomed Distinguished Service Professor and 
Chair, Department of Pediatrics, Dr. Herman Gray for this open conversation and luncheon with 
Honors students on March 28.  

Honors Pre-Faculty Fellows Nadiya Loving (Art) and Erfan Saidi Moqadam (Anthropology) gave 
an informal presentation and discussion of their research work for students, faculty and staff on 
April 4. The talk and presentation took place in the UGL Community Room and was well 
attended by Honors students and staff.   

There was a celebration of the 15th anniversary of the Irvin D. Reid Honors College on April 11 at 
the Detroit Institute of Arts. The event, for alumni and donors, included remarks from Honors 
Dean John Corvino, Honors Dean Emeritus Jerry Herron, and WSU President Emeritus Irvin D. 
Reid. The event also marked Dean Corvino’s 25th anniversary at WSU. It was attended by 
approximately 150 people and helped to raise funds and awareness of the Finish Line 
Scholarship Fund, which supports Honors seniors.  
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An ongoing event in the Honors College, “Donuts with the Dean,” was held on April 12 for 
Honors students with a special focus on student review and feedback of the Honors College 
strategic plan draft. The event was facilitated by Honors Associate Dean Elena Past who solicited 
input from students on the draft.   

The Honors College presented Zoom to the Finish – 4, the fourth installment of a YouTube 
watch party video that went out live during WSU Giving Day on April 13. The program featured 
multiple segments that highlighted many talented Honors students with performances and 
testimonials, as well as highlights of Honors faculty. ZTF-4 utilized a donor challenge grant of 
$35,000 to inspire additional donations in support of the Finish Line Fund Scholarship, which 
benefits Honors seniors. 

In partnership with the WSU Alumni Association, the Honors College presented this year’s Arthur 
L. Johnson Urban Perspectives event on April 18 in the new Hilberry Gateway complex. This 
year's featured speaker was Michael R. Jackson, American playwright, composer, and lyricist, 
best known for his musical A Strange Loop, which won the 2020 Pulitzer Prize for Drama and the 
2022 Tony Award for Best Musical. He is originally from Detroit, Michigan. Michael R. Jackson 
was interviewed by John Corvino, Dean of the Irvin D. Reid Honors College followed by a Q&A. 
A reception with refreshments followed the program.  

The Irvin D. Reid Honors College celebrated its graduating seniors at a special Honors 
Graduation Ceremony on May 3 in the Student Center Ballroom. All graduating Honors students 
were invited to attend with their family members and friend. The event featured remarks from 
Honors seniors and the Dean of the Honors College. A reception followed the ceremony.  

Academic Programs and Institutional Effectiveness for the Academic Affairs 

The Office of the Registrar continued collaboration with the Advisor Training Academy, hosting 
Degree Works Drop-Ins for advisors to meet with and receive answers to questions about the 
university’s degree audit system.  The Office has also hosted three records and registration 
update sessions, giving advisors updated information about processes they’ll need to know to 
help their students just in time for the launch of Fall 2023 registration.   

The First-Year Interest Group (FIG) initiative is very excited to have expanded for Fall 2023. 
Broadening our definition of what it truly means to be a “first-year” Wayne State student, we are 
offering 46 FIGs for incoming first-time students, 2 Transfer Wayne Interest Groups (TWIG), as 
well as three opportunities for Adult Learner FIGs. Our Adult Learner programming prioritized 
schedules with evening and online courses to ensure seats were reserved in sections that best 
met the need of this population.  Together, these FIG offerings have capacity to serve 1,250 
students who will be new to Wayne State by providing simplified registration, block schedules in 
high demand courses, and intentional engagement with faculty, advisors, and their peers 
centered around an academic major or educational theme. All of our undergraduate-serving 
Schools and Colleges have engagement with FIGs for 2023 and nearly all of the FIGs have 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Strange_Loop
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specifically committed faculty involvement. Also new this year is partnership with Housing’s 
FYRE program and the Honors College to offer two unique opportunities for Living-Learning 
FIGs where students will live on campus together and take courses in a shared block schedule. 
Registration for FIGs and TWIGs is open now.  

The Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program (UROP) highlighted undergraduate 
research at the annual 2023 Warrior Scholars Conference which was held in the Student Center 
on March 31, 2023. The Warrior Scholars Conference invites undergraduate scholars and artists 
from all majors and programs. Oral Presentations, Posters, Creative Projects, Art Installations, 
and Performances addressing any topic, theme or method of study are welcome. 

WSU Assessment hosted a virtual panel of the 2021 assessment grant recipients on April 10, 
2023. Panelists represented projects in Pharmacy Practice, Physical Therapy, and Social Work. 
The goals of this annual event are to share good assessment practices with colleagues across 
campus, publicly recognize the panelists’ efforts to improve student learning and program 
design, and promote the 2023 call for proposals. 

 

Dean of Students Office 

Wayne State was recently named to the 2023-2024 cohort of Voter Friendly Campuses.  258 
colleges and universities were recognized.  The Dean of Students Office led the classification 
submission, which reviewed the university's ability to complete a multi-step process, which 
included engaging a coalition of campus members from staff, faculty, students, community 
organizations, and local election officials to develop a written plan for how the institution would 
engage student voters in 2022, facilitating voter education and engagement efforts on campus, 
and writing a final analysis of their efforts reflecting on what worked and what to change going 
forward. 

There are currently 589 registered student organizations in the 2022-2023 academic year.  This 
is the highest number in the history of Wayne State University. 

April saw the celebration of three student life traditions.  On April 5, in partnership with the WSU 
Bookstore, the Dean of Students Office presented GradFest, which was an opportunity for 
students to celebrate their upcoming graduation and preparation for commencement.  The 
event included cap and gown "try-ons", Warrior swag including "Wayne State Alumni" t-shirts, 
giveaways, class memorabilia vendors (school rings and pendants) and more.  On April 14, the 
second annual SpringFest student organizations and university departments fair was held.  This 
new tradition was introduced to help students get a "jumpstart" on registering for fall classes 
and joining student organizations now instead of waiting until Festifall.  The finals week tradition 
of the Late Night Breakfast study break took place on Wednesday, April 26.  This event, help 
from 9:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight in the Towers dining hall, regularly attracts over 1,000 
students. 
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School of Social Work 

Center for Behavioral Health and Justice 
• The CBHJ operates 23 projects across six different research initiatives in 27 counties 

across Michigan.  
• The CBHJ released an issue brief and two webinar events focused on harm reduction in 

an effort to help behavioral health practitioners and law enforcement understand what 
harm reduction is, why it is a valuable philosophy for working with people who use 
drugs, and evidence-based practices that can be put into action to address harmful drug 
use .   

• Over the course of the first year of the assisted outpatient treatment toolkit project, 
trainings, webinars, and testimonials were curated for five different audience groups of 
outpatient mental health systems of care. The toolkit received 21,392 engagements. 

• The CBHJ had two articles published: The impact of Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) 
training on police use of force and Substance Use and Violence Among Women: A 
Review of Relevant Literature 

Programs: 

• The WSU School of Social Work is the first in the state to offer first fully online 
asynchronous MSW Program. Students can begin coursework in spring/summer 2023.  

Research and Community Engagement: 

• With the support of a $1.65 million state appropriation to Wayne State via state 
legislators, Social Work has been working to develop a crisis response skill-building 
program for the region. Led by Continuing Education Director Shantalea Johns with the 
support of MDHHS, the Crisis Intervention Credentialing Program seeks to prepare 
mental health professionals and paraprofessionals to act as crisis responders in a variety 
of settings, often collaborating with law enforcement. This behavioral health workforce 
will be trained for these new jobs with a goal of increasing public safety, as well as the 
wellbeing of the individual in crisis. In addition, Leaonard Swanson, the Center for 
Behavioral Health and Justice Crisis Response Manager, has been working with MDHHS, 
community mental health service providers, and law enforcement agencies to determine 
how effective different response models are in providing needed support and continuum 
of care. 

• Social Work Assistant Professor Luisa Kcomt has launched new program Hope HQ for 
grieving children and caregivers impacted by drug overdose loss. With support from the 
Community Foundation of Southeast Michigan, Hope HQ will offer a continuum of care 
consisting of an online Knowledge & Support Center, coaches, navigators, and 
bereavement programs for bereaved children ages 5-17 and their caregivers who have 
experienced the death of a parent/significant person from drug overdose. This will be 

https://behaviorhealthjustice.wayne.edu/harm-reduction-for-drug-use
http://behaviorhealthjustice.wayne.edu/aot
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10509674.2023.2182863?journalCode=wjor20
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10509674.2023.2182863?journalCode=wjor20
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36717198/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36717198/
https://socialwork.wayne.edu/news/wayne-state-university-first-in-the-state-to-offer-first-fully-online-asynchronous-msw-program-50605
https://socialwork.wayne.edu/news/wayne-state-university-first-in-the-state-to-offer-first-fully-online-asynchronous-msw-program-50605
https://socialwork.wayne.edu/news/wsu-school-of-social-work-partners-with-multiple-agencies-in-crisis-response-initiative-50634
https://socialwork.wayne.edu/news/wsu-school-of-social-work-partners-with-multiple-agencies-in-crisis-response-initiative-50634
https://socialwork.wayne.edu/news/hope-hq-social-work-assistant-professor-launches-new-program-for-grieving-children-and-caregivers-impacted-by-drug-overdose-loss-50786
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the first of its kind program in Michigan specifically targeted towards supporting children 
who have experienced a death from opioid or other drug overdose in their families.  

 
College of Engineering  

A team of Wayne State University researchers received a $613,000 grant from the National 
Science Foundation for MicroBoost, a project that aims to create and implement human-
centered artificial intelligence technology to enhance availability and access to public 
microtransit options for individuals with disabilities, thereby enhancing community inclusion and 
the ability to connect with meaningful employment. MicroBoost is a collaborative effort between 
Wayne State’s College of Engineering and the Michigan Developmental Disabilities Institute, 
North Oakland Transportation Authority, the University of Delaware, and Michigan 
Rehabilitation Services. The team is led by Marco Brocanelli, assistant professor of computer 
science. 

 

 

A new engineering clinic, expected to be operational in May, will concurrently create project-
based learning opportunities for bachelor’s, master’s and Ph.D. students, and produce market-
ready solutions for industry sponsors. The clinic — an affiliate of the Anderson Engineering 
Ventures Institute, the College of Engineering’s entrepreneurial incubator — will be guided by 
an experienced and credentialed engineering professional who will mentor students and 
facilitate long-term projects. The concept for the clinic stems from the need for engineering 
students to apply classroom lessons in a hands-on environment, akin to the clinical rotations of 
students in the School of Medicine, while closing the talent gap that exists in many industrial 
sectors. Projects will be integrated into the curriculum and students can count their work for 
internship credits. 

 

 

In addition to the new online M.S. in biomedical engineering with concentration in injury 
biomechanics that was announced in January, the College of Engineering will deliver five other 
online master’s programs that will be available for the Fall 2023 semester. 

• M.S. in civil engineering: construction management 
• M.S. in computer science: artificial intelligence 
• M.S. in electrical engineering: semiconductor engineering 
• M.S. in mechanical engineering: energy storage and vehicle science 
• M.S. in robotics: industrial automation 
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For the first time in more than a decade, Wayne State University hosted Eastern Great Lakes 
Concrete Canoe regional races, as American Society of Civil Engineers student chapters from 
more than a dozen Michigan and Ohio colleges gathered at Lake St. Clair Metropark on Friday, 
March 31. The concrete canoe competition, which ASCE has sponsored since the early 1970s, 
combines engineering excellence, hydrodynamic design and project management, tying 
together concepts of a real-world construction project. This was the signature event of the ASCE 
regional symposium, also hosted by WSU, that included workshops and competitions in steel 
bridge design, sustainability and leadership. 

 

 

Dr. Camille Bishop will join the faculty in the Department of Chemical Engineering and Materials 
Science as a tenure track assistant professor starting Fall 2023. Since 2020, Dr. Bishop has 
worked as an NRC postdoctoral fellow at the National Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST), where she is developing polarized resonant soft X-ray scattering and its application to 
characterizing multi-component glasses and semi-crystalline polymers. Upon her arrival in 
Detroit, she plans to investigate accessing hard-to-reach metastable crystalline and glassy 
materials through co-deposition of pharmaceutical and organic electronic molecules. Dr. Bishop 
holds a Ph.D. in chemistry from the University of Wisconsin – Madison, where she studied 
physical vapor deposition of highly ordered organic glasses. Camille also holds a B.S. in 
chemistry from the University of Chicago. 

 


